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DURING NATIONAL SOCIALWORKMONTH THIS MARCH, THE DGPL FOUNDATION APPLAUDS
THE LIBRARY’S IMPACTFUL SOCIALWORK INTERNSHIP PROGRAM

Aurora University Student Interns Provide Vital Resource Connections for the Downers Grove
Community and Beyond

DOWNERS GROVE, IL:March is National Social Work Month, celebrating the theme “Empowering
Social Workers,” which Downers Grove Public Library Foundation (DGPLF) recognizes as the sole
funder of the Downers Grove Public Library’s social work program. The month is dedicated to
encouraging people to learn about and celebrate the many positive contributions of the profession.
Over a period of a few short months (Oct. 2023 - mid-Jan. 2024), DGPL’s social workers interacted
with 130 patrons, 44 of whom specified they are seniors. At the March 5th Village Council
meeting, Downers Grove Mayor Bob Barnett also issued a proclamation amplifying the importance
of the month.

“The social work program began from an identified community need, and has grown as that need
has grown,” said Amanda ReCupido, DGPL Foundation President. “The Foundation is proud to
support this robust program that provides assistance to seniors, families and other individuals in
our community, and we must give it the support it both needs and deserves to continue.”

Among the many connections the social work program has achieved, include:
● Helping connect patrons to both permanent and temporary housing through the US

Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) or low-income senior housing

mailto:dgplfdn@gmail.com
https://www.socialworkers.org/News/Social-Work-Month
http://www.dglibrary.org/


● Assisting seniors in receiving Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) and Low
Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) benefits, and free iPads through Age
Guide

● Assisting families in receiving financial and medical assistance through the WIC mobile
clinic helping women, infants and children

● Working with individuals on employmentmatters such as updating resumes, increasing
computer skills, job search and interview preparation, navigating the Illinois Department of
Employment Security (IDES) website, and more

● Connecting individuals with emergency resources like temporary shelter, shower
opportunities, gas gift cards, food, clothing and blankets

● Completing one-on-one counseling sessions

The program also manages The Cupboard at the Library, a take-what-you-need pantry of
nonperishable food and toiletry items for those who are housing or food insecure. In 2023 alone,
the Library received nearly 24,000 donations to The Cupboard, garnering an outpouring of
community support. The social work interns frequently participate in community outreach to
educate about food insecurity, and connect with community partners such as the DuPage County
Health Department, NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness) DuPage and 211 DuPage.
Additionally, they have created a variety of social service resources that can be found on the
Library's website.

“There are no current plans to incorporate this program into the library budget, which is where the
Foundation stepped in,” ReCupido continued. “But to keep it going, we’re calling on our library
Friends and other supporters to help ensure its future.”

Last month, DGPLF announced its collaboration with the Friends of the Library, encouraging
support with a $15 monthly donation, which covers one hour of social work.

The social work program at DGPL kicked off in partnership with students from Aurora University in
2020 to address the rising needs of patrons seeking referrals to vital services and resources. DGPLF
currently funds two part-time social work interns committing up to 300 hours per semester and
one supervisor. Providing a paid stipend at the rate of $15 per hour not only compensates students
for their time and contributions, but also attracts a qualified candidate pool while eliminating
barriers for underrepresented individuals.

For more information about the social work program and to make a donation, please visit
https://www.dgplfoundation.org/social-work-program/.

Downers Grove Public Library Foundation
The Downers Grove Public Library Foundation funds extraordinary gifts beyond taxpayer support
to inspire and engage ideas and strengthen the library as a cornerstone in our community. Gifts
have included additions to the Library's public art collection and Anything Emporium, Satellite
Stacks at area senior living centers, Korean language books, Book Club bags, expanded online
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offerings, a children's play wall, financial support for Youth Services' Summer Reading Program and
participation in Illinois Libraries Present, a stipend for social work interns, and other support for
greater community impact, access and outreach. For more, visit dgplfoundation.org and follow us on
Facebook and Instagram.

Downers Grove Public Library’s Social Work Intern Program
Each semester (Spring, Fall, Summer), the Downers Grove Public Library employs two social work
interns who host drop-in office hours at the library as well as engage in programming and outreach.
In 2022, thanks to a generous donation from the Downers Grove Public Library Foundation, the
program became a paid internship offering a fair hourly wage of $15/hour with the hope of
attracting a more qualified candidate pool while also eliminating barriers for low-income and
underrepresented individuals. With this diversified candidate pool, the library is staffed with
interns who are invested in serving the growing needs of the Downers Grove community. In the
Library’s 2023 Annual Report, library patrons engaged in 85 one-on-one sessions with the social
work interns.
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